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County set to 'Spend
$3 million restoring

hlstb'ric Rlppon Lodge

ByMIA RAGLAND

For the Potomac News &
- Manassas Journal Messenger

~ George Washington slept here — really.

His nephew was married here and

Revolutionary War soldiers trained near its
Neabsco Creek bank. |

- ‘Rippon Lodge, one of the oldest .
Colonial homes in Prince William County,
was built in 1745 by Colonel Richard =

Blackburn. He named the small plantation
for his hometown of Rippon, England.

Prince William County bought Rippon
Lodge for $1.4 million in fiscal 2000 from
Debra Black Decko, the daughter of
Admiral Richard Blackburn Black, a
descendent of the original owner.

‘The county plans to spend more than $3
million this year on its renovation. Funds
will come from grants, the county’s gener-
al fund and 4 county tax on lodging.

County officials will apply for federal
grant funds during fiscal 2004. The gener-
al fund will provide $70,000 annually,
which can be used.as a local match for
obtaining federal or state grants. One mil-
lion dollars of a court settlement with the
federal government reserved for historic
preservation will also be used to fund
restoration and renovation.

The original house was situated on 40
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million to renovate the 256-year-old Rippon Lodge.

acres and contained six buildings, includ-
ing two,cabins, a caretaker’s cottage,
garage and a barn.

Renovations of the lodge’s exterior are
under way done so tours of the grounds
can be held in the fall.

Damaged beams and trusses in the
basement will be secured or replaced.

From 1924 to 1940, the lodge was
owned by Judge Ellis and was one of the
premiere social hubs of Prince William
County.

Ellis renovated the house in ]924,.
adding two wings on opposite ends and

porches.
Throughout the 1950s and until his
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death in 1992, Black owned the estate as a
working farm. ,

The house has 17 rooms. °

“Rippon Lodge has tremendous histo-
ry,” said Brendon Hanafin, historic preser-
vation = manager for Prince William

See RIPPON, Page A2
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crossed through a channel at
Belmont Bay at 4:45 p.m. The
victim hit his head and hurt his
hand. Injuries did not appear seri-

A Wwitness 10 another boat
called 911 from a cell phone.

— Daniel Drew

Manassas School Board re-elects
chairman and vice-chairman

At its organizational meeting
Wednesday, the Manassas Park
School Board re-elected Frank
Jones Jr. as chairman seat. Jones
will begin. his fifth term on the
board. Bryan Polk was re-elected
vice chairman'and will serve a
third term on the board. The board
elects the chairman and vice chair-

man each year t ts organizational -
meéung, ~in comphance with

Virginia law, aécording to L8s
Steele, School Board clerk.
Each of the five members on

the board are appointed. by the -

Manassas - Park City Council.

Board members are appointed to

serve a three-year term. At a meet-
ing in June, the council re-appoint-
ed Jones and George Chichester.
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- County.

“We are doing archeological
research to try and find out more
history about the home, so we can
restore the property like it was and
open it to the public,” said Deb
Oliver, Prince William County

has uncovered artifacts including
Colonial-period pottery.

The county is setting up a foun-
dation to help restore more histor-
ical properties of Prince William
County, such as Bennett School,
built in 1908, and the old Prince
William County = courthouse,
which served as the county seat
from 1822 to 1894, Oliver said.
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Corrections and clarifications

The Potomac News and Manassas Journal Messenger wishes to
present a fair and accurate news report each day. It is the policy of
this newspaper to correct all errors. If you have a concern about a
story or photo published, please contact the editor of the department
concerned. Phone numbers and e-mail addresses are listed below.
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