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County set.to spend 
$3 million r~storing 
~storic Ripp.o~ Lodge · 

By MIA RAGLAND 
For the Potomac News & 

Manassas Journal Messenger .. 
George Washington' slept here - really. 
His ,.n~phew was married here and 

Revolutionary Wa.r soldiers trained near its 
Neabsco Creek bank. . 

Rippon Lodge, one of the oldest . 
Colonial homes in Prince William, County, .. 
was built in 1745 by Colonel Richard 
Bl~ckburn. He name~ the small plantation 
for his hometown of Rippon, England. 

Prince William County bought Rippon 
Lodge for $1.4 million in fiscal 2000 from 
Debra Black Decko, the daughter of 
Admiral Richard Blackburn Black, a 
descendent of the original owner. 

·The county plans to spend more than $3 · 
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million this year on its renovation. Funds , . ., . . . . , . . . , ..:........:.-,.-;._,,:,.:,., ~· ... ·t, : ,. .' 
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al fun(l and a county tax on lodging. , Brendofi Hanafin~ Prince W•11m County historic preseryition manager, said the ~ wt11 ~ mOre :than '$3: 
County officials will apply for federal : mllion to renovate. the 256-year-old Rippon Lodge. · ' ' 

grant funds during fiscal 2004. The gener- . 
al fund will provide $70,000 annually, 
which can be used .as a local match for 
~btaining federal or state grants. One mil­
lion dollars of a court settlement with the 
federal government reserved for historic 
preservation will also be used to fund 
restoflltion and renovation. 

The original house was situated on 40 

acres and contained six buildings, includ­
ing two:.cabins, a ,caretaker's cottage, 
garage and a barn. ' 

1 

: 

Renovations of the lodge's exterior are 
'under way done so tours of the grounds 
can be held in the fall. 

Damaged beams and trusses in the 
basement will be secured or replaced. 

' From 1924 to 1940, the lodge was death in 1992, Black owned the estate as a 
owned by Judge Ellis and was one of the working fann. 
premiere social hubs of Prince William The house has l ?'rooms. · 
County. . · "'Rippon Lodge has tremendous histo-

Ellis renovated the house in 1924, ry," said Brendon Hanafin, historic preser­
adding two wings on opposite ends and ·· vation · manager for Prince William 
porches. 

Throughout the 1950s and until his See 'RIPPON, Page A2 
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Midday.Pick3 ............. .. ..... ... 2-7-4 ·· 
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Corrections and clarifications .. 
The Potomac News and Manassas Journal Messenger wishes to 
present a fair and accurate news report each day. It is the policy of 
this newspaper to correct all errors. If y9.1.1 have a conr;em about a 
story or photo· published, please contact the editor of the department 
concerned. Phone numbers and e-mail addresses are listed below. 
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